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COWBOY BALL ROPES $90,000 FOR UM RODEO TEAM
MISSOULA The 9th Annual Cowboy Ball on Oct. 14 was one of those uniquely Montana events.
Only in Big Sky County would about 700 people dress up in their finest western duds - often
tuxes combined with cowboy hats, jeans and big buckles - to attend an elegant dinner served at
tables resting on the dirt floor of an indoor rodeo arena west of Lolo.
The ball is the primary source of income for the UM Grizzly Rodeo Team. Dennis
Lind, chair of the rodeo team board, said this year’s extravaganza roped in nearly $90,000 the team’s most successful fund-raising effort ever. Last year’s ball earned about $75,000.
For $150 per couple, ball-goers were treated to valet parking, a prime rib feast and the
opportunity to bid on a variety of items during live and silent auctions. The rustic setting
included a star-shaped ice sculpture and quaint bathrooms for “fillies” and “studs.” The
perimeter of this wild west paradise was lined with fresh-cut pines.
Items up for auction included a 1999 National Finals Rodeo official contestant jacket, a
custom cowboy hat, 1,500 pounds of whole oats, a deluxe birthday party with the rodeo team
and a bucking bull bronze titled “The Undefeated.” One item, a trip to tropical St. Thomas,
alone sold for $12,000.
“One of my favorite moments was the enthusiasm and clapping in response to the
-more-
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bidding for the St. Thomas trip,” Lind said. “I also liked looking out after the live auction and
seeing 400 people still at the event and 200 still out on the dance floor.”
“Wild Bill” and the Bitterroot Cattle Co. provided the dance music. UM Catering and
Diamond Bar Meats provided the food. Rodeo team board members Bill and Sandy Mytty own
the arena and provide the venue.
Lind said the Cowboy Ball has grown almost too large and successful. He said this year
the board decided to limit the event to 650 ticket holders plus guests and support staff.
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